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good man having ventured too far during a hunt,
and having taken with him only a small quantity of
bread that we had given him, found that he had
nothing else to eat than the flesh of the Elks that he
had killed. He preferred to remain two days with-
out eating, rather than break his abstinence from
meat; and, although we had told him that he was
not obliged to practice such austerity, he nevertheless
did likewise on a subsequent similar occasion.

His daughter having, according to the custom of
the country, gone with some of her companions to
bring out of the woods the flesh of the animals that
her father had killed, was detained by bad weather
for a longer time than she expected; and when she
had consumed her meagre Lenten provision, she
found herself with no other food but meat. She still
had two days of hard work before reaching home;
and it was necessary to drag, by sheer strength,
heavy sleighloads of flesh over the snow. She was
strongly urged to eat meat; but this poor girl, fol-
lowing her father’s example, would not taste it. [70]
Those who especially understand the Savages, and
who see these acts, are constrained to admit that
grace is stronger than nature. Some of our French-
men, observing this practice, said that, if ever they
returned to France, they would reproach Heretics
and bad Catholics a hundred times over by telling
them that the Savages observed Lent, while they ate
meat like dogs. Besides, these poor people are in
nowise bound by the laws of fasting; for they most
often have only fish without bread,—and with no
other sauce than water,—or only meat; and more
frequently they have nothing at all. The natural
meadows !’ which they have begun to cultivate will,



